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





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















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


‘What happened to your eye?’ his mother asked when Stefan 
    
Gymnasium in Breslau. ‘We 
my way,’ was the short answer. ‘The other boys deliberately 
suddenly I got an ice ball in my left eye.’ Mother nodded un-



—
    

       

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
         
       




  
          
         
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








   her Max. ‘What happened?’ Stefan asked, 
   Tamar put an arm around him and whispered, ‘Jonah is dead,’ breaking down into heavy sobs. ‘A letter arrived saying he was 

cross was actually enclosed with the letter.’

   

table and stared ahead for a long time. ‘My boy,’ he muttered, ‘my big boy,my oldest.’ Meanwhile, he toyed blankly with the 
          
   


  
  






        




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
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
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



         


          




        
   
 
his liberated blonde girlfriend. ‘What's your problem, mate?’ she had asked. ‘Everyone just walks around naked on a beach like this, you really won't stand out.’ ‘I'm not so sure about that,’ Stefan contradicted nis. ‘Ever since the arrival of Hellenic Greek culture in 
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
being ridiculed.’ ‘There's something in that, actually I find that 


when I'm near you, nobody looks at you anyway,’ Marlene 







       





breakfast. ‘You’re up early today,’ he mumbled in surprise. 

‘I couldn’t sleep well.’ She looked a bit nervous, as if something 
‘Surely she isn’t pregnant,’Stefan’s mind.




        from him. According to his housemates, she was a ‘goldger’, and not just because of her blonde hair and because 
         
         

‘I have something to tell you,’ she said, as she came to sit on the edge of the bed beside him with a cup of tea. ‘I 






decided to leave you, a while ago already, but I didn’t want to 

       home too, for that matter. But I’ve finished my studies now, and you’ll be getting your doctorate soon. After that, they’ll probably offer you a professorship and you’ll stay here for-


we’ve never even spoken about it. Now that my student days 
relocate. I’m going to Berlin.’‘What do you hope to achieve there?’ Stefan exclaimed once he 
‘Oh, I have nice legs and a pretty face,’ was the breezy answer. ‘And I can dance quite well and sing well enough. That gets you a long way in a revue, especially in Berlin. And once I’m settled 
And now that they’re only making films with sound, my lan-
I’m not leaving right away, mind you; I’ll just stay for a few more weeks if you’re alright with that, at least. And now you 
ctly where things stand as far as I’m concerned.’‘You can stay as long as you like, what else did you think?’ was Stefan’s reaction, already beginning to compose himself again.‘I hoped you’d say that,’ Marlene reacted with relief, as she crawled back into bed with him. ‘Let’s benefit from each other’s presence for a while longer while we still can.’ Stefan 

—

Marlene’s gamble paid off well. After a few difficult years in the 

through the intervention of a ‘patron’. And 
        
more and more opportunities. Blonde women with an ‘Aryan’ 

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
    
   


          



 
         

      
    

    






    


‘What kind of research did you do in Cambridge?’ Stefan asked 
‘Not much more than a basic laboratory course in chemistry,’ Robert answered. ‘In addition, I attended physics lectures, but those weren’t really up to date. That lab work was a disaster; 
         
ohr’s attention by asking a question when he came to 



inning to develop at a breakneck pace.’‘Very relatable,’ Stefan remarked. ‘Almost the exact same thing happened to me with Max Born in Breslau. I wasn’t very happy 
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seemed like a dead end to me.’


        






‘What do you think, Stefan?’ he asked. ‘Should we let him read 
  
        walk out because of his behaviour?’‘Perhaps it would work if you just leave that paper inconspic-
he’ll see it immediately. I think Robert is more sensitive to a quiet hint than to a reprimand.’ And that was how it went, and 


defence took place before his supervisor Max Born and ‘exter-nal examiner’ James Franck. Afterwards, Born told Stefan how it had gone. ‘Oppwe’ve grown accustomed to. Afterwards, Franck said he was 
penheimer wanted to start questioning him.’ It illustrated the 
      
year age difference. Oppenheimer’s disserta-





    


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 
         

        







   



     





  

    





nt didn’t matter; surely 
Indeed, that didn’t take long. ‘Are you looking for the lecture 
ers here,’ Stefan stopped her when he saw that nice girl walk-

         
‘Yes, I keep getting disoriented here, all these departments seem to blend together,’ Anna lied with the natural ease of 
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 eral times in her head. ‘How do I get to the biology laboratory from here?’‘I’ll walk with you for a bit, you clearly still need to get familiar with the place, so you could use some help,’ was the practised 





rest was piqued, and Anna’s appearance had certainly con-
   


         








—





      


kah. This was done by so many ‘Jewish Christians’ that a term 
         

      
        











Mendelssohns’. Besides Anna, her two younger brothers, the 
     
   

absorbed into the household. After that, it wasn’t long before 

time to follow in Eva’s footsteps and began making a habit of treating Stefan’s rooms as a love nest. She had tested his pa-





     

        


 

‘Did you already become a secular Jew before you left home, or had that happened earlier?’ Anna wanted to know. Stefan 
 
       
, Jonah’s death.‘After my oldest brother was killed, everything suddenly changed for me,’ he spoke emotionally. ‘Even more than before 



—







ily members with my apostasy.’‘For me, it was a lot easier,’ Anna said. ‘My parents had already made that choice for us. In fact, that’s always how it goes. Your 

       
h is the only true faith,’ she added sarcastically. ‘My father 
  


tion. That’s why my two younger brothers were cir-
         fledged Jewish men. To date, they haven’t shown any desires in that direction,’ she chuckled. ‘I was baptised Christian but 
do with religion anymore; I’m com-
least have that in common.’‘Something else—opera?’ Until then, that hadn’t really been within Stefan’s area of interest. He went to the cinema regularly, but that wasn’t 
‘My parents took us to the opera in Kassel every now and then. 

He has already seen most of Wagner’s operas and also went to 



    



every now and then.’




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






        
lations of Anna’s father. A difficult conversation between 
    
  —

     mostly disappointed but understood his son’s choice to fully 







         




pered by his mother even more than before. Through the ‘loss’ 
           





 


          
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

        


—
Anna’s father had business relations all over Europe, and one 



hardly afford such a trip on his regular salary. Anna’s father 





station in Rome by Giancarlo Finzi Contini, the banker’s son. 




tury; it simply made life easier. Giancarlo’s father greeted the 
  


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        
        saddle for almost ten years, Mussolini’s building plans were 

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       This Via dell’ Impero cut through the ancient fora in the heart 
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
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
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
  

  
but Stefan’s financia



way that nowhere could you have a direct view of St. Peter’s. This dated back to the time when the Pope, as a ‘prisoner of the Vatican’, had completely isolated himself from the Italian 


      

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