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













—
—




products of the author’s i



















—
—








reflective of the author’s personal beliefs or values.




this work’s fictional or allegorical 
elements should not be construed as statements of the author’s worldview.










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
 






—
—



I daresay it’s even been injected with some 
excitement for what’s to come.
here’s what happened p
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–
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
—






—







—















——





—
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–

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

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
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



—

















s, indicating to Mathew’s 


‘Hello there’ Mathew managed to say, frowning awkwardly, lamely hoping 





——



‘Mathew! My, you've changed!’
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‘No worse for wear I hope’ he said.

‘Quite the opposite—handsome is what you are.’
‘Well, it seems we’ve found our first generally accepted truth to agree on’ 


‘Uh huh—and clearly there’s also a hint of lessened modesty about you 

—well, it’s not soon after we first met, but soon 
after the message. I hardly dressed up…no, scratch that altogether; this is 

—
‘Oh, eh…well I hope this is a good time’ Mathew said uneasily.
‘Of course it is you silly man’ she said laughing, tapping his chest with her 


‘What’s all this, is that for me?’
Mathew looked down at his hands. ‘Yes, it’s your Scariff—
wanted it back, so I’m returning it now. And these are flowers, for you’ 



——
‘I see you’re still wearing my jacket?’ Lisa appraised with hesitation. 
‘Uhm yes, it’s very comfortable, but I’ve been told the cut probably suits you 
better’ Mathew admitted, demonstrating his willingness to return the 

‘I’ve been thinking about you often since our serendipitous encounter on 
Endymion’ Lisa said softly, taking him by the arm to nudge him across the 

‘I would have made you a mixtape’ Mathew explained apologetically, ‘but 
seeing as they don’t exist anymore, and honestly haven’t for a while now, I 
—I’ll have my Persona transfer it to yours 
shortly.’
Lisa halted him. ‘You made me a playlist too?’ she gasped, ‘that’s so sweet! 
I can’t wait to play it to hear what you picked.’ 

realising Mathew’s intervening update had for some reason been cause for 






other men she’d met and had especially taken a liking to her. Meanwhile, a 
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

——




hung Lisa’s coat on a coat



weather was, Mathew wanted to begin explaining her why he hadn’t called 












cities were built. Furniture seemed modern, but didn’t noticeably push their 











—




—
—

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

‘Sorry I was gone for a while’ she apologised, possibly also pertaining her 

‘Busy day?’ he managed, ‘I can come back later, if you prefer.’
‘No, no—not at all’ she hastily said, ‘I just had to switch off some sensitive 
equipment. All done now.’ 
‘Okay then. So, I was just looking at your muses here’ Mathew said and felt 

‘You’ve changed’ she said again, her smile betraying she was perhaps 


‘So have you’ he playfully parried, referring to

attire. He’d liked that careless “girl next door” getup, but looking this pretty 




‘Oh—you mean this’ she laughed, pulling at her blouse after a second of 
—
—


realising what she’d been doing, and that he had noticed, she immediately 



‘I wouldn’t mind brushing your hair’ Mathew helpfully offered, feeling 


‘I thought you might’ Lisa said, cocking her 






‘You look like you need a hug’ Lisa said, and without waiting for his reply she 












‘I thought about you a lot’ Lisa said, still not breaking off their tenacious 

‘You did?’
‘Yeah, is that so surprising?’ she replied, her voice belying simmering 

‘Eh, no—it’s just that I also thought about you, almost constantly in fact. 
That’s—a nice turn of events for me, if I’m honest.But listen’ he said, gently 
pulling away to hold her shoulders and look her in the eyes, ‘there’s a lot we 
need to talk about’
‘Do we now?’ 
‘Eh, well if you want; if you’re curious at all.’
‘Well lucky for you I can be all ears, and I am curious.’ 
‘Some—possibly unbelievable too’ 

‘It’ll take some effort to understand, that’s what I’m trying to get across in 
tered manner.’
‘And here I was already assuming this was your best attempt to be lovably 
cute’ Lisa sharply replied, and softly patted his check. ‘Go on and tell your 

—
unbelievable like nothing else.’  
‘Make believe, suspension of disbelief—that sort of thing?’
‘Yeah, and speaking of unbelievable, I did wonder why you didn’t contact 
me right after we first met’ she subtly teased, ‘I mean the connection I felt 
seemed real, or was I mistaken?’
‘Absolutely not mistaken’ Mathew said resolutely, ‘but it’s—
‘Hmm, ‘best start at the beginning then’ Lisa suggested, inviting him to sit 





wasn’t exactly co




















as he’d 
hoped she didn’t seem to care very much, or perhaps considered even a 




Jasper’s warning about keeping a low profile, Mathew decided to leave out 

















more. He couldn’t remember talking so much about himself for this long, 





in light of his kind’s legacy. He told her honestly he wasn’t sure how he was 








—
—











did it all while drowning in what he hoped were each other’s increasingly 


















way he couldn’t place exactly, partially absent as if she was processing all 



‘I knew it in Riyath’ Lisa said suddenly, ‘knew there was something going 
—
away in waves.’ 
——
and her scrutiny made him shyly look down at first. ‘Like the tides’ she 

e Lisa’s beauty wasn’t something to be scared of, and met 







like the first brief sighting of a Chekov’s gun. He redirected more of his 













‘I looked a mess—wrecked beyond repair’ Mathew said finally, shifting 


infinitely unknown yet comfortably familiar cosmos. She didn’t speak, but 





—

—







—
was still much left worth experiencing. He hadn’t been living on true love 












‘Looking back, I already kind of fell for you from the first moment we met’ 


‘You did?’
‘U
even if you did look overly smug’ Lisa admitted, thinking back on the 

‘I looked smug?’ Mathew asked, knowing it had probably been true—

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‘Yeah, it was an act—

right.’ 
‘Were you afraid of me?’
‘Not at all, just—
gamble of taking a chance, that’s what it felt like. Afterwards I wanted to see 
wait. Then you didn’t call and I was actually really sad 


‘I had no idea how to even share my contact information, or how to check 
system’ Mathew admitted, and stroked her hair as 

‘That’s what I figured, and how I concluded there was something odd about 
how the whole encounter played out.’
‘You mean, about me—the Standard factor’
‘Uhm, yes, but I 


introvert.’
‘You know better now don’t you?’
‘Yes—very much so actually’ Lisa said, sniffing with amusement, and 

like an “Inuit hello”. Mathew noticed Lisa’s face blushed, and thought it 

‘I wanted to visit far sooner, but the choice wasn’t mine.’
‘Trapped by an invisible cage, I figured as much, but your freedom—
guaranteed now?’
‘I secured as much liberty to roam and interact as was required to visit you, 
uncomfortable delay notwithstanding.’
‘Well, late or not, I am just happy you came to see me in the end’ Lisa 






—



‘Come, the view is lovely tonight. Let’s have a look outside.’


‘You’re a little more daring than I remember you’ Lisa 

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


‘Make that a lot more daring’ she amended, without asking him to stop. 


—


‘I felt a little quiver, are you cold?’
‘No, not at all—ome day is all.’

‘Quite a dreamer you are’ Lisa whispered.

‘Better yet, a ’ she added, smiling as she looked at his mirror 



‘You are really one of a kind aren’t you?’ Mathew said, kissing her hair.
‘True—there’s only one Lisa quite like me.’
‘I’ve always dreamed’ Mathew mumbled, ‘about how it happen





Universe at least’ Mathew explained.
‘So you worked for your equivalent of SECA?’  
‘Yes, NASA—



prevent them from ever seeing the light of day even on Earth.’ 
‘You would have made a good Leap02 member I think.’ 
‘Yeah, part of the Exodini group, it’s a shame they never called me—

safely say I made the leap of faith in a wholly different way.’



‘It's getting late’ he suddenly said.

she had likely expected a Standard man’s urges to get the better of him 


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‘And what of it?’ she said, almost stunned to discover she might have 



‘I tend to sleep at night; call me old fashioned, but I need my eight hours, 
floor.’


nature, perhaps to reassure her he wasn’t forcing himself upon her, that it 
—maybe he wasn’t sure whether a man should 


wasn’t easily offended, or sensitive to social taboos fo

‘I have a big bed, more than one in fact.’
‘Oh, well…that’s—good.’
‘Will you stay?’
‘Yes I it’s too soon—I mean, only if you’re sure.’
She was certain now he wasn’t r


‘I’ve never been surer about anything. I feel like I've known you for months 

connection?’ 
‘Like a rubber band bouncing back to ease tension.’
He still hadn’t taken the bait. Lisa decided to open the door for him point 
—
‘Are you playing hard to get, or do you really no
together?’
‘Are you crazy?’
‘Nope, you'd be though if you leave me now. Who knows, I might slip 
through your fingers if you let me out of your sight again.’ 
‘I'd have to hold you first.’
‘Look at you, such as smart Alec.’ 







moment he’d offered her a playlist.
‘Well I tend to be overconfident close to a catch' he said, coasting on his wit 










—



‘I think you'll stay' she said, and quickly kissed him on his lips to seal the 

‘That was nice’ h

‘Well, well, well—high praise for little effort.’
‘I also tally up the thoughts and emotions behind the gesture.’
She shook his head, the palms of her hands covering her forehead. ‘You a
truly different breed, I'll give you that. Want another one?’
‘Yes please.’
‘Then shut up and kiss me back this time.’
—
—


After a while Mathew did his McConaughey “alright, alright, alright” before 

around a while longer.’
‘Like you had to tell me that, using words’ Lisa gin
‘Am I that obvious?’
‘Yes, or actually no—maybe, but to be fair I’ve also been a libertine by not 
exactly concealing my usual tells.’
‘True, though you could just have been a player acting by routine.’
‘What’s the matter, having second thoughts about trusting me?’
‘Never, but you just make it look so easy.’
‘The marque of fatal attraction, lull your prey into a false sense of security.’
‘I don’t mind being hunted by the likes of you.’
‘Don’t worry’ Lisa said, ‘I’ll be gentle.’
‘And as for me’ Mathew promised, ‘well—I’ll bite softly.’









‘Mathew, I—’ she said and stopped. 
‘What is it Lisa?’






‘It’s nothing, or maybe everything. You told me so
already, but I realise you were barely scratching the surface. You don’t 

want you to know that I‘ll be here for you.’ 

‘You’ll watch my back?’
‘Something like that yes’ Lisa said, unsure of what he had surmised actually 

‘Will you stay with me after today too?’ she asked out of the blue then, and 


She didn’t want to imply he needed anyone to thrive, but on the other hand 
she wanted to tell him he didn’t have to be alone while learning how to do 

her feel so very young again, as if she’d reverted to being an adolescent in 





—

—







—

tenderly explored each other’s body then, Mathew stroking her belly, 




‘You’re not one to waste time are you?’ he said.
‘Just checking if you’re fully equipped is all.’ 
‘And what is the result of this unannounced inspection?’
‘All parts p
for the time being.’
‘Decreased libido?’
‘More like I had my fill of playing with myself this week in particular—
’






‘Oh sure I know.’ 
‘Do you think you also know me?’
‘I know you’re both sweet and caring, but—’
‘But what, tell me?’
‘Unabashedly sizzling I guess covers it.’
‘Sure I can be hot—if I’m with the right person. Maybe you trigger me, push 
right way.’
‘Do I turn you on?’
‘Maybe you do, a little.’
‘Let’s see if I can finds some more buttons down there to dial it up a notch.’
‘Oh yes, let’s!’ she yelped when he tickled her sides.


‘That's nice’ she mumbled. 
‘High praise, for—’ he began, but she shushed him with a finger to the 

‘Don't stop, more action, less talk.’ 
‘Conversation like television set on honeymoon—unnecessary!’ Mathew 

‘What now?’ She laughed. ‘Gosh you're weird, thank goodness for that 
touch’ Lisa added, wondering what she'd gotten herself into with this 








‘I like your innie’ he said stupidly as she held his face close to his. 
‘Thank you, I’d like you to know that I'm also fully equipped.’
‘I figured I’d find out—bikini line included, I’m very curious.’

‘I peg you for a Brazilian wax, or maybe a strip, although—’ Mathew jabbered 


‘You want me?’ 

‘Yeah, I do.’

—

‘Okay—then take me.’










—
—


‘Let's see if this is still as good as I remember it can be’ Mathew announced.
‘It's always good if you're with someone you like, or might just be falling in 
love with’ Lisa whispered in reply, and languidly wrapped her legs around 

‘Then I'm sure.’ 
‘About what?’ she gasped breathlessly, already feeling him 

‘That with you——it'll be absolutely fabulous.’













be true. If you’ve never tasted the bitter, you’ll never really appreciate the 
sweet, but what if you’ve tasted bitter for so long, it’s become something of 









kissed her cheek and closed his eyes. Trust didn’t come easy for him, but 



 








In the morning he woke up with Lisa’s head lying snugly on his chest. 






—

would always be up about way before he’d even reluctantly open his eyes, 
bandoned when waking up. She’d be 



tituted the sole spiritual moment he had ever acknowledged. Lisa’s 


—

—







Carefully untangling himself from Lisa’s arms, he gently put her head on the 



Data’s handy instructions, no machine conceivable could pose a problem 


rather proud of his achievement and relieved the thing hadn’t made him 




awake to appreciate the ludicrous effort he’d gone through, 








‘Look at you—awake already, the pretty sleepyhead’ Mathew noted.
‘I’m awake at exactly the right time. Don’t you know the earliest bird does all 
the work?’
‘Oh you mean this?’ Mathew said, pointing at the tray, ‘that’s not free; I want 
payment.’
‘And what would you have me pay with?’
‘A little jump is all I ask for, just the tiniest start’ h


‘So you’re the poking kind are you? This is turning out to be a very 
informative morning.’
‘This is actually a morning where you’ll find out how good room service is 
likely to stay if you behave’ Mathew countered solemnly, having unexpected 

‘Do we need breakfast at all?’ she asked quizzically in a way that made him 

‘Um, you do actually have breakfast?’ Mathew asked, logically unsure what 



‘Never mind, I see you’ve outdone yourself’ Lisa stated appreciatively. Then 
she stretched elaborately and yawned loudly, but after she’d finished her 
—
—
‘Hey what’s wrong here—deep thoughts again so soon? Don’t tell me you’re 
having “morning after” regrets—because you shouldn’t’ Lisa told him, 





wasn’t really there with her Lisa she poked his sides and appreciatively 

‘Well this is ironically interesting; you can’t stand tickling either can you?’ 


‘Choose your bedroom weapon and prepare to lose because I am the 
master of such battles’ Mathew warned, striking an imp




‘No more, please’ Mathew pleaded, tears of laughter running down his 







‘I remain champion of the bedroom Battle Royale’ Lisa announced, 


hilarious for an uninvolved outsider. Lisa’s hair was such a dishevelled 


shook her head as if that would untangle the mess, which obviously didn’t 

have to shower to undo the bird’s nest look they gazed at each other e


meet Mathew’s face. He used his free hands to clear a way through the 



—



us fervour to attack the pastry he’d 


‘I think I found a potential weakness, your Achilles’ heel so to speak’ 

‘I can be bribed with croissa—it’s all true’ Lisa mumbled, her mouth still 


‘We could share a shower to make up for your greed’ Mathew hopefully 

‘Excellent, that’ll also give me a chance to fix my hair. How about we do that 
quickly, and then go for a walk?’ she offered, shattering his aforementioned 



tale that Lisa’s interior attractively mismatched 

appeared to actually be more boyish type of girl in spirit than she’d 


‘That’s a good plan, I’d like that’ Mathew said, adjusting his mental pla
‘but I’d like to go somewhere quiet if it’s all the same to you.’
‘I know just the kind of place you seek, and it’s closer than you might think.
‘You do—what is it, and where?’







‘We’re going —’ Mathew asked, half smiling with excited 


‘Yes, it’s a park—the Ring Garden.’
‘Wow, okay—and somehow we’ll go…on it?’
‘That about sums it up yes’ Lisa said chuckling, ‘did you ever go into a 
—forces?’
He shook his head with resound conviction. ‘Oh no, that’s for astronauts 
only! Some of those systems subjected them to upwards of six G’s I believe. 

‘Is that what they called the Spinner?’
‘No that’s the three axis gimbal used in tandem with the Spinner, but 

ask?’ he s

‘I’m sure you’re the kind of man that plans every adventure ahead, someone 
—I am right?’
‘Well…’
‘Precisely, but today you’ll just have to allow yourself to be surprised’ she 


‘You assume a lot about me, you know that’ he said, having no choice but to 

‘But am I right?’ 
‘Uhm, sure—to a certain degree I guess’ Mathew reluctantly conceded, ‘but 
I did risk coming here’ he hastily added, after what amounted to his 

‘You feel as if you risked everything just to arri
me?’
‘What else could it be?’
Lisa folded her arms. ‘Maybe I lured you in across time and space—
like, eluding your free will’ she said, bending forward to taunt him, but 

‘Y—is that what you’re saying?’
‘Yeah, kinda—with a little help’ Lisa hinted, ‘of the wheels of fate turning by 
my command.’
‘Okay, again sure, so then what happened?’ Mathew dutifully asked.
She tutted in a way that felt tantalising to him rather than annoying. ‘Well 
dear boy, I’d say you sprung it gloriously.’ 
‘Fantastic then, you did a great job with those wheels. Meanwhile though, I 
just really hope I make it through the day’ Mathew said. 
‘Stay close to me and you might’ Lisa told him, pushing him into the shower. 


Lisa’s naked body for a little whil
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
And that’s my cue to rewind a little to get you up to speed on this 





Now then, as previewed upon Mathew’s arrival, the overall structure 


Ring from Lisa’s apartment was absolutely breathtaking (or so we’re 




















Lisa’s domicile was a little special in its own right by bein







in this case we’ll make an exception by adding some numbers just for 




—
—























—
—



Got all that? You don’t? Well then
disturbing. Let’s see, how about this: picture an upside down unicycle 

fork, the Ring is the wheel. You’re welcome (but know you’ve ruined 




resting on the majority of the Ring’s planescape, then shifting to the 





segments overarch the exterior building’s edge they effectively form a 



living space’s anteroom. After tapping the tip of his shoe into the open 



















‘I honestly don’t have the desire to be updated quite as soon as this.’
‘Don’t be a baby, you’ll be happy you took the chance in but a moment—
you’ll see’ Lisa said patting his head.
‘I can’t believe I’m being patted on the head’ Mathew said and rolled his 

‘You deserve it.’
‘What’s going to happen to us in here?’ he said, studying the tumbling drum 

‘We have to shoot up the access tube to get on the ring.’
‘And what if I change my mind?’
‘Well once on the way there’s no turning back until our arrival capsule 
orientation for a return trip’ Lisa said, squeezing Mathew’s hand in 




‘This will be—a little intense’ Lisa told him, as the mechanised crash couch 


‘This is insane. I have a very bad feeling about this’ Mathew said, looking up 





‘It’ll be very beautiful once we’re there, don’t worry about it—
big boy’ Lisa said. Mathew swallowed as t


‘First I can’t be a baby, now even being a little boy is off the table?’ Mathew 

‘Hold your breath’ Lisa said, ‘it probably helps.’ 
‘Probably—is that the best you can do?’ Mathew 
‘Very likely then’ Lisa inattentively revised, focussing on working the launch 

‘We will not survive this’ Mathew quietly moaned. 
‘A little faith in the cannonball run please’ Lisa said, sounding giddy by 







‘It’s not the structural integrity of the insertion process I’m worried about, 
its triple forces’ Mathew droned as if 

‘You figured that out did you?’ Lisa said, grinning like a scoundrel would.
‘Oh yeah, acceleration, centrifugal, and gravity—it’s a lot to be flung into.’
‘But surely my man can deal with some extreme Gs?’ Lisa pouted, but 


liked the sound of hearing her say “my man” even if it was in a mock













After taking a deep breath, he took Lisa’s extended hand and c

unnatural blend of forces he’d been subjected to so abruptly. He stood 

‘You okay?’ Lisa asked quizzica



‘Yes, I think I am, or will be’ Mathew said, knowing he would only have to 









outside. It didn’t take as long as he thought, but his efforts hadn’t gone 

‘Are you feeling alright?’ Lisa asked, frowning as Mathew swallowed 







‘The forces and shifting perspective are taking their toll, and I’m still working 
through our arrival routine’ Mathew 
‘Was it really that bad?’
‘It was, and the gyrating isn’t doing me any favours. It’s not bothering you?’
‘Not so much no. I usually have fun’ she softly replied, feeling bad for him 

‘The benefits of being upgraded no doubt’ he panted, steadying himself by 

‘Goodness, I thought they would have enhanced your physical tolerance 
capacity with the update. I’m sorry, I should have asked instead of teasing 
you. Will you be okay?’
‘Yeah so was a direct copy effort, otherwise, I’m still mostly vanilla.’
Lisa smacked her forehead. ‘What was I thinking, I feel so silly! Here—
on to my arm and just take in the air; trust me It’ll do you good.’
‘If you say so’ Mathew said, inhaling deeply.
‘If it doesn’t getbetter fast promise me you’ll say so and we’ll leave right 
away’ Lisa said and walked with him into the reception area separating the 

‘I promise, but after going through that ordeal you can’t blame me for 
anting to see what all the fuss is about. Plus, it’s getting better all the time. 
‘And you’d like to postpone the return process for a bit isn’t that so’ Lisa 

‘You got me there’ Mathew admitted, his voice trailing off as he witnessed 



the outside perspective he hadn’t been able to 

—
—

‘Tada—a Spark’ Lisa said playfully, but Mathew remained speechless as his 

‘Well? Lisa lamely asked after some time passed.
‘It’s astonishing’ Mathew

















——






around the insides of a giant centrifuge wasn’t something Mathew had ever 






wood. The sensation of Mathew’s perfect holiday sentiment was conveyed 



play ball. Then later, when the sun would start to set he’d enjoy a lovely 

—


‘This puts all the combined parks and roller coaster rides of o
shame’ Mathew finally said, and pulling up their held hands he kissed Lisa 

‘Is the air making you feel better?’ Lisa asked, rubbing his back. It was a 

‘Idon’t know—is it?’
The answer made her laugh. ‘Yes, because it’s laced with trace amounts of 


‘round. But p

degree of physical duress.’
‘Aha, so that’s the secret of this little magical kingdom under the wings of 
Utopia.’
‘Yup, the wonders of biochemistry at work to spoil the mystery.’
‘Even without the benefit of hallucinogens, this place is nothing short of a 
miracle.’
‘Thank you, I found that a little seclusion always goes a long way’ Lisa 

‘Wait a minute’ Math
on, ‘did you design this?’ He realised then he had sounded sceptical, 








‘Well, don’t be so surprised’ Lisa sai
subtle of scornful intonations. ‘I submitted the concept over forty years ago 
to Cloud Atlas and Tyrell. Not the technical design mind you, I’ve always 
ction.’
‘Well I’m hugely impressed with your imagination and the details of its 
execution. If your games are even half as good as this I’ll be in for a treat 
when I get to play one’ Mathew said, hoping the compliment would offset 

‘Trust me they’re out of this world, and I hereby insist you’ll beta play my 
newest crowning achievement. When you do, it’ll feel like being transported 
to the Land of Oz’ Lisa boasted, taking his arm as they confidently began 








—
—



















—
—









‘Being the best game maker in the world’ he began to tickle her sense of 
pride, ‘I bet you can tell me all about what’s involved in your recipe for 
success.’ 
‘Are you stalling for time spent sitting down by masquerading as someone 

curiosity?’ Lisa asked, eying him sideways.
Mathew blinked, but wasn’t going to let her outstanding ability to see right 

‘Yes—a bit of both.’ 
‘Fair enough, I’ll tell you
can take it from there. I’ve made Sims in past, including tutorials for F

experience I’m working on now, and hope to finish the comi
fact, is a Hypergame.’
‘And what’s a Hypergame?’
‘It’s immersion based, with the entry levels encompassing more of the 

directing cognition to stimulate mental scenario’s t

world.’
‘Okay so the system controls an increasing partition of the player’s 
perception and awareness with every tier?’ Mathew asked, finding the 

manipulated the very foundation of one’s link to reality.
‘That’s right’ Lisa replied, evidently pleased Mathew got on fast, ‘the apex 

“ExistenzRekall” to convey remembrance of simulated interactive 


uch neural responses’ Lisa said,
‘As in, the sense of smell won’t actually be triggered through those?’
‘Yes exactly, and neither will be the ears and eyes be involved in projecting 


that query for choices to be made in parallel.’ 
‘And all of this happens while being completely severed from the stimuli 


‘Indeed, so you can imagine it involves a great deal of trust to be subjected 



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


they take part in’ Lisa explained, her facial expression betraying she did not 


‘In its purest form though’ she continued happily, ‘Existenz

interact with the populated scenario directly from the mind. The player’s 

adds a further randomised aspect depending on who plays along’ Lisa said, 


redictability didn’t disappoint.
‘So it’s a sensation inducing game with storyline events based on memories 
and experiences of the players?’ Mathew concluded. He noticed his 

. ‘I wonder—
game experience; what would happen?’ Mathew asked. Lisa quietly paused 

‘Game of the century material likely’ she finally whispered in a sigh. Mathew 




‘Do you have a specific mission when making these games, or a signature
style maybe?’ Mathew asked after a while. Lisa nondescriptly hummed a 

‘Whatever I produce I want people to be touched in an unexpected way. The 












‘
cause a habitual dependency to being immersed in the virtual?’ Mathew 

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‘Absolutely, on account of our minds being largely immune to any kind of 
substance or technology based’ Lisa said 


‘I should be so lucky’ Mathew mumbled, having apparently come to much 




‘So the stored pile of random information in a person’s mind is used 

making a story’ Mathew said, getting back on track. Lisa nodded 

‘Yes, the game system basically mimics the brain’s capacity to induce lucid 




those parts of the brain involved with logic skills and language.’ 
‘Meaning you’d be able to read?’
‘Yes all faculties bound to logic and interpr—
—

in game.’
‘Ergo, a player knows it’s a game when they’re playing it.’
‘Ye

hallucinatory experience is real.’ 
‘How then is it actually fooled into believing the feed instead of siding with 
its intuition?’
‘By projecting a richly detailed holistic canvas animated into life by 


for logic drivers.’
‘Then, you’re saying it can get a little crazy, but not absurd enough so as to 
suspend disbelief altogether.’
‘True, it’s a side












‘You’re basically generating alternate realities on demand’ Mathew thought 
out loud, ‘to which—
synchronised.’
‘Right, and 





together with the other entaskment institutes.’
‘It sounds incredible—
does the game know what to generate and according to what restriction?’ 

‘Every session begins by attuning both the complexity and intensity of the 

algorithm organically validates the participants’ skill level and even probes 
for latent wishes. The Gamesmaster decides how to process the players’ 




lthough it’s the 
journey that ultimately matters most of all.’ 
‘Besides finding evidence of strategic talent being underutilised, what other 
discoveries did you make that really put a stamp on your memories?’



‘I saw players find true romance, living through the most beautifully 


Hypergame’s ability to create immediate understanding between very 






and wishes.’ 
‘Isn’t that what mind links are for?’
Lisa shook her head. ‘Not exactly, or rather not exclusively’ she clarified, 
‘you see the difference between a Link and a Game is 


feed.’ 
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‘Whereas the mind link is about sharing direct thoughts and feelings with 
—ok, gotcha’ Mathew said, 


‘How long does one of those sessions typically last?’ Mathew asked next.
‘That depends on th






concluding a Hypergame session is “how long have 
I been out?” regardless of being presented with that information as part of 
SOP. It goes to show it’s hard to believe the discrepancy between baseline 

accelerated.’
‘To jam in more content without wasting true time, makes sense but I find it 


leisure?’
‘Absolutely, the monitoring of player neural activity is constant, and the GM 

apparatus is met with triple redundancy, as is all technology these days’ 
. She paused for a second before adding: ‘Really Mathew, 
there’s nothing to worry about. I assure you.’

bright eyes showed a sense of puzzlement. ‘Something wrong?’ she asked, 

‘No—nothing’s wrong. What you said, I—
redundancy is a relief I suppose’ Mathew conceded and shortly reflected on 
what Lisa had explained so far. From what he could gather that “GM” was 


‘So what is the Gamesmaster part of the Hypergame—it’s function so to 
speak?’ 
‘That's the fundament of it all, but how it weaves a narrative differs for each

the designed neural topology in the minds of every connected participant.’
‘Like a Dungeon Master in a D&D game, providing the narrative framework, 
—
thing?’
‘Partially’ Lisa began, ‘but it goes much further. The GM does all those 

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
canvass it generates.’
‘I don’t follow’ Mathew reluctantly admitted, challenging Lisa to come up 

‘Alright, I think I got you covered—
logy’ she began, checking first to see whether Mathew was on board, 

‘Okay now think of the Gamesmaster as a combined systemic entity that 


audience's feedback as it performs.’
‘It’s a twoway process then.’
‘Yes! It uses the feedback of triggered thoughts and feelings collected from 
te narrative pathways.’
‘So the audience acts as a muse for the amalgamated “composer
performer” unit by subconsciously participating in crafting the scenario and 
score as they play out’ Mathew said, now fully grasping the concept. It 
of the Who’s Lifehouse project, which—
—






‘Every session is different’ Lisa continued, oblivious to Mathew’s pondering, 
‘but always the entire sensorium of every player is involved. Likewise 

—
—


HYPER game.’ 
‘It sounds almost alive when you say it like that’ Mathew joked, or so he 



‘It's not alive per sé’ she concluded, ‘but without the GM kernel ER

—



the experience so different.’  
‘Something more than first meets the eye’ Mathew offered.






‘Much more, yes. Hypergames transcend what's possible in even the most 


actual reality.’
‘And that includes the stimuli that consciously influence perception, but 

diagnostics.’ 
‘Exactly, for it to work convincingly every facet of cognitive veri




resolution.’
‘Aren’t those terms reserved for optical inputs?’ Mathew asked, associating 
—



‘Conventionally speaking resolution and resolve concern video, but the 




—



‘Like NPC bots?’ Mathew said, prompting Lisa to very adamantly shake her 

‘That’s far to crude a comparison. In truth each simulacra is a full ASML 




nd backstory.’
‘So in that sense they like Dungeon Masters?’ Mathew suggested, more 


‘Okay you got me there—yeah they’d be like very good 
job.’ Lisa paused to think about how to be more specific about the 
programmer’s role in creating not just a functional, but rather an 

‘Given the GM is the primary game driver, it constitutes the essence of what

—









blown pattern of a Gestalt.’ 
‘Then it’s starts as a Persona and—it grows?’
‘Yes, a MAC offshoot provides the functi
develops under the programmer’s influence and a random factor.’
‘So there’s an element of chance too?’ 
‘Absolutely, the process is—’ Lisa began, but struggled to put into words 

‘The process is what’ Mathew 



—


envisioned spectral entity’ Lisa said and when 
she asked: ‘how’s that?’
‘It’s very poetic.’
‘Should I stick to programming?’ she asked, bumping him with her elbow.
‘No’ he laughed, ‘honestly I’m actually picturing the swirls of colour in 
—
element of chance as the paint finds its way through the water.’
‘Right’ Lisa said, not completely sure Mathew wasn’t taking the piss with 
her, ‘—so eventually that patter resolves to solidity. That’s the personality 
uct guiding the Hypergame. That’s what drives the dream, spins the 
yarn so to speak.’
‘So the title of a game—’
‘—is actually the name of the Gamesmaster at play, yes’ Lisa finished, 
beaming at his incipient understanding of the kernel’s significance. Anot

‘Let me get this straight, and do correct me if I’m wrong—


players’ input’ Mathew carefully recapped. Lisa nodded, which he took to 

‘Together with the settings and the parameters the GM uses that’s it 
—



e’s no tweaking or moderating an apex tier Existenz
once it plays out.’ 






‘Unless it misbehaves, which is when a reliable failsafe has to kick in’ 

‘Yes, yes—
quits the players back to actual reality.’
‘What does it look like?’
‘The GM kernel you mean?’ 
‘Yes, the nugget doing all the work while the Players are under—
it’s a little mechanical walnut hidden away somewhere deep inside the 
Machine.’
‘Uhm,—
a tiny strip, about the size of a capsule.’
‘Is it blue or red?’
‘Neither, the base quantum PCB is green, but not for artistic reasons.’
‘Pity, blue would have been a nice touch.’
‘Thistime it’s me who doesn’t follow’ Lisa said.
‘Never mind, inside joke—still, it does occur to me “Dreamweaver” would 
have been a more apt name covering the romance of it all.’
‘Instead of Gamesmaster you mean?’
‘Yes—

after being recombined into a new tale.’
‘Maybe, yeah…I like it too when you put it like that.’
‘So, why not change it?’
‘Never mind Mathew, you can't have everything.’ 
‘You can't huh—not even now? It’s “Initial D” abbreviated, how cool is that?’
‘In dunno. Somebody thought of Gamesmaster once and it stuck. It’s fine by 
me.’
‘Did you at least name your game label?’
‘I sure did; Lisa Mantel Connolly’s Saito Gemu’ Lisa replied, ‘or Saito for 
short.’
‘Sounds pretty cool, and the Initial D would surely fit.’
She eyed him again, looking smug. ‘I heard you the first time.’
‘Alright fine’ Mathew said, giving up on convincing her of pushing for a 
change. ‘So what place do
the entertainment sector?’ he asked instead.
‘Well, over the years these alternative realities have become the primary 

los.’ 
‘But not live performances?’
‘Only their recordings—shall we get going again?’ Lisa suggested. Mathew 


‘I suppose movies still exist as well? You know, film?’ M








‘Oh sure—

th. In fact you probably have some classic media stored on that Hap’ she 
said, pointing at Data’s wristwatch platform.
‘Oh yeah, Data has almost everything I used to have on Earth, and music as 
well’ Mathew said, realising he’d re

‘Data?’ she asked tenderly, her interest piqued. 
‘Eh, yes, I named him Data. Maybe it’s for the best that you don’t ask.’ 
She didn’t, but giggled anyhow, which might have been her way of dealing 

‘I suppose every friend needs a name’ Lisa conceded anyhow, ‘even when 
it’s a Persona’ Lisa said, reassuringly patting Mathew’s tensed

‘Don’t worry—I know he’s not a real boy’ Mathew said, smiling at her. 

‘You have a nice smile. You should show it more often’ Lisa suggested. By 


She laughed. ‘Not like that—smile.’
‘Well, I thought that was a good smile.’
She held up her hands as if to say “whoa” or the like. 
‘What?’
‘Sorry, you don’t get to judge your own smiles’ Lisa told him, shaking her 

‘I don’t?’
‘Definitely not, believe me it’s for the best. Tell me though; do you also talk 
with “Data”—ask for advice?’ Lisa teased.
‘I’ll show you. Data: ’ The machine blinked to life and 

‘Data here instructed me on a wide variety of topics concerning life on Mars, 

pleasant to interact with.’ 
‘He’s—I mean it’s, or well whatever—
with than your human supervisor?’
‘Well, Data certainly has a better sense of humour, is it so stran
might also have a more developed personality?’ Mathew said with only 

‘Yes that would certainly count as strange, or pretty odd at the very least. 
Wouldn’t you say so too?’ Lisa asked him earnestly.
‘Well, I tend to exaggerate of co
piece of technology I’ve ever owned—

satisfy even the most demanding of people, right Data?’ Mathew asked the 








‘Yes Mathew, even the most diehard cynic would be hard
——
should thank you for the compliment as befits my station’ Data replied with 

‘See how awesome this is? Mathew told her, his open palm proudly 






‘You’re cute’ she told him, ‘but—in a manly sort of way, don’t worry’ she 

‘Well I suppose I’m the real boy when it comes to my friendship with Data’ 






‘Isn’t it hard to keep coming up with new ideas? I mean, I’m not implying you 
—
—
burner.’
‘You’ll have to judge that for yourself, but there’s a key difference with 

purposes. We hardly forget old media, and we don’t discard it either. The 


to Mars. That’s at least four centuries worth of composed documented and 

‘You salvaged the original sheet music, and film negatives?’ Mathew asked 

‘Goodness no they were all utterly destroyed in the nuclear hellfire and 





account of it taking up to much storage bulk.’ 
‘I understand conserving space and weight is critical when leaving a planet, 

l value perhaps.’






‘Their theft would have likely led to the premature exposure of Leap02 
Exodini.’
‘I doubt anybody would’ve taken accusations of any group planning a 


colony.’ 
‘Evidently they didn’t want to 



Armageddon, not even the most fortified museums and libraries.’
‘What a shame’ Mathew said, thinking about whether some items couldn’t 



planet hadn’t been reduced to flats of glass. Who knew what treasures were 


‘What I was driving at though’ Lisa said, popping the bubble of his scheming 
reflections, ‘is that after such a long time of creativity the chance of an 










last bit of value from the sources of creation.’ 
‘Not scraping the bottom of the barrel I hope’ Mathew joked, and put his 


‘I guess I had that coming. I’ll just say inspiration hasn’t faltered yet, and in 
truth there’s so muchto enjoy it’s not always needed to make anew what’s 
already there to witness repeatedly.’
‘Does that mean you won’t need me for your game after all?’ Mathew asked, 

‘I do absolutely require your input’ Lisa hastily said, ‘after all an ER 
set on old Earth wouldn’t be the same without it. I think the 


as authentic as possible?’






‘Absolutely, when the time comes I’ll be your Guinea pig, as long as the 
picking doesn’t involve scalpels and clamps.’ 
‘It won’t’ Lisa said, ‘and I’ll pinkieswear to that.’
‘That’s okay, I trust you not to leave me an empty husk after extracting the 
ed’ Mathew said. The deep breath and sigh that followed 



‘What’s on your mind?’
‘Jasper Vincent Perry is, to put it into three words.’
‘You have to go back?’
‘Sort of—I’m expected to join him for the final leg of his tour. Apparently 
we’re to visit an Autofac, have you been?’ 
‘Sure, interesting places.’

‘And after that you’re free to do as you please?’ Lisa asked.
‘I believe so yes. Otherwise I’ll have no choice but to write a strongly worded 
letter to the Senate’ he said, sounding a little more self
‘I could put in a good word for you’ Lisa offered, ‘about how kind and gentle 
you are, and not a homicidal maniac at all, probably.’
Mathew laughed. ‘If anything that’ll make it worse, but thank you for the 
suggestion. I’ll certainly take it under advisement.’
‘Just take your time, I’m not going anywhere’ Lisa told him, laying her hand 

‘That’s more reassuring than the warning of having you slip through my 
fingers when I leave.’
‘Hmm, well you did need an incentive to return’ Lisa said and when he 
didn’t reply she pinched his bottom, ‘and now you have it.’ 
‘Gosh you really know how to make a man jump’ Mathew grumbled, rubbing 

‘You know it. And I think you like it too.’ 
‘Bad girl—not good’ he disagreed.
‘I maintain you like my attention in any shape or form.’
‘Well you got me there. Anyway the visit should take only a day or two at 
most, but there’s another thing I have to take care of afterwards—
some issues’ Mathew added cryptically, not wanting to elaborate at this 


‘What kind of issues?’
‘The medical kind’ he sighed, ‘I’ll tell you about it later.’
‘Alright’ she said, knowing when to stop asking. Still Mathew felt bad after a 

imminent Doctor’s appointment wouldn’t be pertinent to their relationship.
‘It won’t take long—at least I hope it won’t, but it’s important, also in light of 
Give me two days, tops.’








and in the roughly two hours they’d spent here he could honestly say the 




‘When you come bac
all you’ve done and seen so far has been about becoming acquainted with 
societal and technical operations.’
‘Well I have.’
‘That’s all good and well, and I have no doubt the string of visits to the 

——
needs as well that seem to have hardly been taken into account.’
‘I had no idea’ Mathew said ironically.
‘I’m serious! 


Don’t get me wrong, I 

—why so serious? After all, there’s more to our 
culture than scientific and technical advancement’ Lisa vividly argued, ‘and 

and pleasure.’
‘Are you now?’ he chuckled.
‘Okay that didn’t come out as intended’ Lisa said rolling her eyes.
‘You’re not wrong though’ Mathew said through his teeth, remembering last 

‘Uh
enjoyably engaging side of our Martian Nova society.’
‘I’d love that. Got any thoughts on where to start?’
‘I certainly do, and it involves great speed’ Lisa suggested cheerfully. 
‘I think I’ve had my share of elevators after our return trip’ he mumbled.
‘You only have to watch this time. Participation is entirely optional.’
‘Well that makes all the difference. I like to watch.’
‘Do you now?’ Lisa chuckled.
‘Yeah, you got me this time. Not what I meant’ Mathew assured her.
‘I suppose only time will tell how your participation will evolve’ Lisa said.
‘Are we talking about your surprise, or sex—or both?’ he asked, and 



another world they kissed, losing themselves in each other’s embrace, as if 








‘What was that for?’ he whispered, flustered.
‘Do I need a reason?’ she asked, her expression almost taunting. 
‘You’re used to being in charge, aren’t you?’


‘Consider it something to hold you over as you brave the single factor over 
the next few days.’ 
‘Then I’ll admit as far as calling cards go yours is especially memorable.’ 
‘I'm all about beingmemorable’ Lisa said without irony. Mathew saw 


‘You’ve something already, haven’t you?’ Mathew asked shrewdly. 



‘Maybe—you’ll just have to wait and see.’
‘I knew it’ Mathew said and heard her laugh.
‘Get ready for a surprise!’ 







–














all the material goods consumed by humanity. It’s a giant industrial 


‘Without the predetermined obsolescence of your time, you’d be surprised 
be intrinsically improved when there’s no 
business behind consumption’ Jasper told Mathew after being informed of 

‘I see, much like the original lightbulb—
but forever.’ 

—
—
“lightbulb”. 
‘You really are from old Earth are

—a survivor.’
Mathew smiled. ‘At least that means you’re not gullible, but I really am from 


didn’t want to overtly admit falling for it. 



‘Autofac Prime’s operation is completely auton


—
—

together detect movement and verify humanoid presence’ 








‘You may enter’ Javik said, gesturing them forward.



—













—




‘Now let us take the transport, so we may view the site from above and 
through’ Javik Mustafar Oparei duly noted. The transport in question turned 





giving the impression of being cogs in a much larger machine. Mathew’s 







‘Autofac Prime is in essence a single device of spectacular proportions with 










—off planet within orbital bays.’


—



‘In case of a theoretical extra

towards safeguarding Source and Syam Foods.’ 
‘Don’t worry, I’m the only one left’ Mathew laughed uncomfortably.
‘I hope so, although you seem—



—
Martian Defence Initiative’ Javik proudly boomed. 



‘Well I suppose it’s easier to remember than CARTDYSECAPTKO club’ he 

‘You feel it is right to mock the MDI?’
‘Yeah I do as a matter of fact. They could’ve combined to form—
—what you came up with’
‘I do not understand. You speak nonsense, do you not?’
‘Yes, because come on—seriously, there’s an actual planetary defence 

civil war?’ Mathew remarked, lo
‘Absolutely’ Jasper replied, without even a trace of hesitation.
‘Okay—so what happens exactly, when the MDI is formed?’ Mathew asked 

jected to explain. ‘This involves a full scale red alert situation for 























ending destructive force of a moderately sized black hole’ Javik promised. 
‘Holy shit man, sorry for asking.’
‘Admittedly, the chance of a natural disaster that requires intervention is a 

on the anniversary day of our exodus’ Jasper remarked dryly, his stoic 
expression belying the amusement experienced at Mathew’s shock and 

‘That is indeed so’ Javik Oparei agreed wholeheartedly.







—
Sometimes dubbed FS (pronounced “effess”), the acronym actually 
stood for “Filamateria Sententia”, which roughly translates to smart 

—
the tongue doesn’t it? FilAmAteriAsententiA—


‘FibreSteel is serious stuff not to be frivolously labelled’ Javik clearly agreed 
with its inventors, ‘it was developed to be the latest and greatest evolution 







software, the corresponding machines can make the required parts.’ 


‘In its mouldable primer form’ Javik told Mathew in particular, FS appears as 
—
—
relatively low temperatures. Observe the Imulsion baths.’ 






‘So it starts as a liquid, and then what?’ Mathew asked, mesmerised by the 

‘After initiating a specific cross















FibreSteel matrix with Carbotanium or Duraminium nanothreading.’ 
‘Well I’ve seen it at work to speak, so I can certainly vouch for its po
reach and flexibility.’
‘It is indeed a mighty compound Javik agreed with Mathew, sagely nodding 






—
—
can be made nearly indistinguishable from said original references.’ 

‘Yes—another question Earthman, speak to me Terran.’
‘Right, so you can call me Mathew. 
‘This is acceptable, Mathew.’
‘Okay then, great. I was wondering how all this related to TransparaSteel.’
‘We prefer the term Hyperglass, but I will explain. By







energy for motive power or life support.’ 






‘I have something in mind to print in the future—
be possible?’ 
‘If we are provided with the design render we can print it.’
‘So what would that look like then?’ Mathew asked excitedly, already 

‘When FS is printed each layer may hold a different degree of 






eyes as if by conjured intervention.’ 
‘I literally can’t hide my excitement to get this done.’
‘Hmm, your enthusiasm is noted. There is one more type of FS. By including 
duits for Nanobot and Styce flow, the FS can be made to have “shape 
shifting” abilities. This is realised by programming a receiver




UACs.’
‘And powered laces?’
‘No powered laces, but wrist or armbands can be made alway—
optimally.’


‘Neat.’



—

‘You must remember such compliant mechanisms have long since been 

compliant predecessors’ Javik Mustafar Oparei considered. ‘Mechanisms 






















enormously satisfying audible effect. Please try it’ Javik stated and handed 
Mathew a complicated folded thing that reminded him of a Rubik’s Magic 




‘Oh, that nice’ Mathew said, closing his eyes in childlike wondrous 
enjoyment. Javik’ face showed a similar pleasure upon hearing the snappy 

‘It is most pleasant, is it not? Large scale applications exist aplenty, yet this 


macroscopic design and engineering philosophy.’ 
‘What about nanoscopic, any uses there?’

‘Alas, it does not direct—
requires a vastly different kind of mechanistic operating system.’
‘Still, this level of passion surrounding the world of hinges and cranks must 
mean it’s quite the revolutionary development.’
‘It is ind

dawdle.’






‘Javik,
almost every production system could be replaced by nanotech?’
‘Because we do not want to be completely dependent on one technology 



safeguarded insight in the whole pallet of available options.’
‘I see. So technology exists i—
nano?’ Mathew asked.
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‘Yes but you must not remove the seemingly obsolete categories from the 







become in the future, or stand to encounter during exploration of space.’ 
‘Then it’s a matter of embracing progress, but also sticking with one’s roots. 
Is nothing abandoned when principally obsolete?’
‘Nothing is ever really as absolute as “objective obsolescence” Earthman 

more “things” within a capitalist context of continuous replacement’ Javik 
explained, which clearly impressed Jasper. ‘Well said Mister Oparei, well 
said and well spoken.’
‘But surely you’d rather use a Persona Hap to listen to music via Skyflux, 
ound a Walkman with a bunch of cassettes?’ Mathew 

‘There may be a preference, or increased convenience, but that does not 

—
—





——


merit, even when you least expect it. Do you understand?’ Javik asked 

‘I understand first and foremost that you have a fascination with aliens and 
anticipate a less than friendly first contact situation.’ 
‘These fascinations are trivial; I consider them a hobby.’
by both shoulders. ‘I get it now. It all 
makes sense, why you decided to thaw me out!’ he exclaimed to a degree 


‘Why do you say that?’ Jasper enquired, cautiously opening o
‘I, Mathew——
tales of yesteryear, the wisdom of old. That’s why you need me! I’m the 
monkey with forgotten tricks up its sleeve. Tell me I’m wrong! I’m not wrong, 
am I?’ 


