L)e{rut
[[}@i-rut]

noun

Capita[ an& [argest city 01( Lebanon, [ocatecl in western
Lel)anon on t[w Meol{terranean coast.




FOREWORD

[ would love to thank all the kind-hearted Lekanese peop[e who showed me an immense
amount o[ hospita[{ty in Beirut c{uﬁng my stay. I was ljlesse(l to [)e we[comecl to a nation wlﬁcl‘l
has seen clarl(er days L)ut sti[[ was aUe to reL)uiH itse[l( [rom the ashes.

/A\ nation w}lose h{story cannot [)e detac}lecl [rom t[‘lat o[ my I’lome[ancl/ /\fg]ﬁanistan. Two
nations wl‘lic}\ I‘lave L)een ](nown in tlwe past c[ecacles [or instaki[ity/ corruption, war anc[
vio[ence. But L)elﬁncl these L)[oocly chapters o¥ Iﬁstory [ies a rea[ity that cannot [)e }ﬁdclen: a
rea[ity about the sou[ o( this nation ancl its capita[, Beirut, wkose heart tremues with stories

that are koun(l to ke to[c[.
T]ﬁe Ceclar Bastion is the Erst L>001< in the new series //\zac[i Unc}laineo[/‘ /\zacli is a Persian

WOI‘C[ meaning /(ree(lom/: the ﬁee(lom to say W[‘lat you L)e[{eve, L)e[{eve what you want ancl
want Wlﬂat you c[esire. For me, anc[ for tlﬁs [)ool(, it means the {reec{om to go Wlﬂere I want

and to tell others about the Leauty and pain | witnessed and felt cluring my travels.
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azadi
[ah—ZaL-dee]

noun

Tl’l@ state o{ [)e{ng {ree; t[’l@ power or ﬁght to act, speaL, or t[ﬁnL

as one wants witkout restraint.

Or{gin: P ersian.




January o3,

Anx{ous . Lut thr{[[ed.

T}m unlmown is stancling right in [ront 01( me. Even though I kacl experiencecl t[lis moment a

Imnc[rec[ times [}Jora.

The airport in Amsterclam. Hundreds waiting to board. A youns [ac[y sips her piping hot
coﬁee as it is her ﬂeet{ng com[ort, W}ﬁ[e the stewarc[s checL tl'le passengers into tl‘le ﬂight, tIﬁe
s]<y is waiting [or the trave[ers. An o[c[er gent[eman po[is}les Iwis g[asses aggressive[y/ as i[ [1@
po[ishes away his own tlﬂoughts. /A [ami[y clesperate[y looks for their passports while ho[cling
their toclc{[ers in tlleir tiring arms, the minutes tic]( L)y [ast. T}le piano in t}le corner o[ the
term{na[ is L)e{ng p[ayec[ By [itt[e I(ic[s to pass tl}e time. TI'IQ venc[ing maclﬁne aroumj the corner
has its busiest moment, c[ispensing the small comlorts for the }\ungry and restless souls in front
o¥ it. /A\H wait [u[[ o{ Sui[t, fear, frustration, con(usion, excitement ancl akove aH, I’lope to

(ma“y reac]i the Iwome[and once more.

Lekanon‘







Lel:)anon, LiL)an, or Qu

Tlﬂe heart [ongs for it in évery [anguage

It has L)een ca[[ec[ t[’l@ /Switzer[ancl/ o( the Mic[(ﬂe East

It wou[cl not &o justice to its charming sou[

Gi[tecl Wit[’l t}le names o( Pl‘loenicia an(l Canaan

Histoty spea](s a[ong tlie mountain passes, reac}ling tl‘le azure-uue Me&iterranean waves

/\ p[ace w{th many names
A p[ace where tlﬁe Leart wd[ remain... [orever.




E[ias K}wuly, tI’le [iterary giant

Kha[i[ Ghi[)ran, t}\e poet o£ the peop[e
Bec[’lara E[ Klwuty, tlm {ather 01( the Ceclar Bastion

Soi[ that gives Me to tlw [ancl
Sou[s that [1“ the [anc[

To“s tldat have [)een pa{cl

TL@ W[lO[@ O[ Lel)anon was no more
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