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FOREWORD

DIRK VAN SAENE is quite possibly the most headstrong of the Antwerp Six, which, in relation
to that particular group, is of course incredibly telling. In a world where the biggest careers 
hinge on visibility, Dirk doesn’t particularly care to be perceived. Outside validation has never 
been of real importance to him. Louise Bourgeois, one of his great idols, once confessed:
“I fear the predatory quality of people—that people are coming to gobble me up; asking 
me more than I can give.” Just to say: Dirk doesn't like interviews or talking about his work 
either. When we first came to him with the idea of a monograph, his answer came swiftly:
“A book? Not a book!”

We wrote it down immediately, as a potential title.

Dirk was the last of the Antwerp Six without a personal monograph. For us, that was an
inconceivable thought. How can you withhold a dedicated overview of an artist this singular? 
A man who has worked for more than forty years across fashion, painting, ceramics, jewellery,
textiles and photography, and never once accepted that these are separate disciplines. Who 
graduated from Antwerp’s Royal Academy of Fine Arts, won the second Golden Spindle, and 
stood among the six who drove a van to London and rerouted fashion history—and then, 
of the six, became the hardest one to categorise: the Surrealist, the master of taste and craft 
who folds fashion and art into trompe-l’oeil constructions and meticulous narrative gestures. 
Who, with his husband Walter Van Beirendonck, ran some of the most ground-breaking stores 
Belgium has ever seen—Beauties & Heroes, WALTER ®—shopping concepts that
arguably foreshadowed some of today’s most famous stores. Who forewent an international 
career (Jean Paul Gaultier called), firmly planting himself in Antwerp so he could teach at 
the Academy. Much of the talent running houses in Paris and Milan these past twenty years 
passed through his graduation class. Who has superfans across the world: women who never 
truly believe it’s the end and are prepared to wait years for a Dirk Van Saene collection to drop, 
then collect it like gold dust.

If you want true conversations with an artist like this, patience is everything. So we were patient.
And when Dirk signalled he was ready, we sat at our living room and studio tables, with
hundreds of photographs, invitations, zines, clippings and other ephemera spread out and 
Dirk speaking, remembering, doubting, laughing. Our wish, from the very beginning, was for 
the reader to get as close as possible to his mastery, his impeccable style, his humour, his 
incredible mind. So when he told us that he wanted every text written out in his own hand
—as if you were reading his personal journal—we knew the book had found its form.
It was frankly the only honest option for a man who wrote his show invitations on torn-off
personalised magazine covers and enclosed metro tickets, so guests would be sure to find 
their way to his défilé.

We know introductions like these also often want the subject contextualised in his particular 
era. This book scoffs at any type of chronology, because Dirk refuses it too. Plus, set one of 
his pieces from 1990 next to one from 2009 and you would be forgiven for thinking they were 
made in the same week.

He said “Not a book!” It became one anyway.

Headstrong.

DOMINIQUE NZEYIMANA & PAUL BOUDENS
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1989–1990
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AUTUMN-WINTER
1989–1990
Invitation
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AUTUMN-WINTER
1989—1990

ANTWERP

AUTUMN-WINTER
1989–1990
Invitation image
Model Kristina De Coninck
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INSTALLATION

“THE FRONT ROW”,
2026

MOMU — FASHION MUSEUM, ANTWERP
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The Gallerist, 2026
Metal, rubber, Jean Patou sunglasses, wicker 
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The Movie Star, 2026
Stoneware, acrylic paint, ostrich feather plumeau
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AUTUMN-WINTER
1990–1991
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SPRING-SUMMER
1991



114

AUTUMN-WINTER
2019—2020
‘Hand-bag’ in leather
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AUTUMN-WINTER
2019—2020
Hand-painted ‘leg’ stockings and
‘floating heel’ slingbacks
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SPRING-SUMMER
1997

DIRK VAN SAENE
COLLECTIONS
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Sketchbook, 2026
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BOÎTE À BIJOUX,
 2018—2020
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Walter Van Beirendonck and Dirk Van Saene,
photographed by Ronald Stoops, 2014

“16.600 days...”, 2022
Stoneware, wood
95 × 40 × 27 cm

“AN ANGEL,
KISSING SPRING”,

2023
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SHOW
AUTUMN-WINTER

1991—1992

AUTUMN-WINTER
1991–1992
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SPRING-SUMMER
1991
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SPRING-SUMMER
1991
Hand-painted show invitations
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SHOW
SPRING-SUMMER

1991
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“Love Will Tear Us Apart, Again...”, 2021
Acrylic on paper
150 × 118 cm

“STORIES OF HOPE
AND DESPAIR”,

2021
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“You Ought to Be in Pictures... Oh What a Hit You Would Be...”, 2021
Acrylic on paper
150 × 120 cm

“STORIES OF HOPE
AND DESPAIR”,

2021
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Owl, 1969
Glazed stoneware



239

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

THANK YOU
Dominique Nzeyimana
Paul Boudens
Ronald Stoops
Inge Grognard
Sofie Van de Velde
Steve Brouwers
Elke Hoste
Mia Dehasque
Eddy Pardon
Eiko Miyamoto
Anne Kurris
Hilde Frunt
Patrick Robyn
Willy Vanderperre
Joost Joossen 
Roen Lommelen
Maria Ziegelböck
Kaat Debo
Geert Bruloot
Rosalinde Heerkens
Aurélie Callewaert
Antoine Vandewoude
Ilde Bocci
Marzia Narduzzi
Kuki de Salvertes
David Flamée
Myung-il Song
Martha Jungwirth
Stephen Jones
Cris Brodahl
Kristina De Coninck
Tania Kloek
An Vandevorst
Amandine Renaert 
Inge Onsea
Peggy Acke
Katharina Van den Bossche
Kim Peers
Anouck Lepère
Delfine Bafort
Olivier Theyskens
Ann Demeulemeester
Dirk Bikkembergs
Dries Van Noten
Linda Loppa
Geertje, Johan & Walter Van Saene

EXTRA SPECIAL THANKS TO
Walter Van Beirendonck

IN LOVING MEMORY
Ghislaine Nuytten
Els Arras
Loretta Perico 
Marina Yee
Frieda Ryckaert
Julien & Marcelle Van Saene-Dehasque



PHOTO CREDITS

COVER POSTER WRAP

FASHION SIDE
© Ronald Stoops / Styling Dirk Van Saene /
Make-up Inge Grognard / Model Tania Kloek

ART SIDE © Joost Joossen

ENDPAPERS (front)

© Ronald Stoops / Styling Dirk Van Saene /
Make-up Inge Grognard / Model Kristina De Coninck
© Roen Lommelen

INSIDE PAPERS

P2 © Ronald Stoops / Styling Dirk Van Saene /
Make-up Inge Grognard
P3 © Ronald Stoops / Styling Dirk Van Saene /
Make-up Inge Grognard / Graphic Design Anne Kurris
P4 © Ronald Stoops / Styling Dirk Van Saene /
Make-up Inge Grognard
PP6—7 © Ronald Stoops / Styling Dirk Van Saene /
Make-up Inge Grognard
P8 Dirk Van Saene
PP10—18 © Ronald Stoops
PP20 © Roen Lommelen
P21 © Dirk Van Saene
P22 © Paul Boudens
P23 © Anne Kurris / Top right:
Courtesy MoMu — Fashion Museum Antwerp /
© Stany Dederen
P24 © Dirk Van Saene
P25 © Anonymous / Courtesy SONG SONG Gallery, Vienna
PP26—27 Courtesy MoMu — Fashion Museum Antwerp /
© Stany Dederen
PP29—47 Courtesy MoMu — Fashion Museum Antwerp /
© Victor Robyn
P54—57 © Dirk Van Saene
P59 © Ronald Stoops
PP60—62 © Dirk Van Saene
PP63–64 © Roen Lommelen
P65 © Dirk Van Saene
PP66—67 © Ronald Stoops
P68 © Roen Lommelen
PP69–71 © Maria Ziegelböck / Styling Myung-il Song /
Model Martha Jungwirth
P72 © Ronald Stoops / Styling Dirk Van Saene /
Make-up Inge Grognard
P73 © Dirk Van Saene
PP74—75 © Ronald Stoops / Styling Dirk Van Saene / 
Make-up Inge Grognard
PP76—79 © Dirk Van Saene
P81 © Ronald Stoops / Styling Dirk Van Saene /
Make-up Inge Grognard
P82 © Roen Lommelen
PP83—85 © Dirk Van Saene
P86 © Dirk Van Saene Archive
P88 © Roen Lommelen
P89 © Dirk Van Saene
PP90—93 © Dirk Van Saene /
Graphic Design Madeleine Wermenbol
PP94—95 © Dirk Van Saene
PP96—97 © Ronald Stoops / Styling Dirk Van Saene / 
Make-up Inge Grognard
PP98—101 © Dirk Van Saene

P102 © Ronald Stoops / Styling Dirk Van Saene / 
Make-up Inge Grognard
PP104—105 © Dirk Van Saene
PP106—107 © Ronald Stoops
PP108—109 © Dirk Van Saene Archive /
Graphic Design Paul Boudens
PP110—113 © Dirk Van Saene
P114 © Roen Lommelen
P115 © Ronald Stoops / Styling Dirk Van Saene
PP116—119 © Roen Lommelen
PP120—129 © Joost Joossen
PP130—133 © Roen Lommelen
PP134—141 © Dirk Van Saene Archive /
Photography Roen Lommelen
P142 © Ronald Stoops
PP144—149 © Ronald Stoops
PP150—152 © Dirk Van Saene Archive
PP153—155 © Joost Joossen
P156 © Dirk Van Saene Archive
P157 © Joost Joossen
P158 © Dirk Van Saene Archive
P159 © Joost Joossen
P160 © Dirk Van Saene Archive
PP161—162 © Joost Joossen
P166 © Dirk Van Saene Archive
P167 © Joost Joossen
P168 © Patrick Robyn
P169 © Joost Joossen
P170 © Ronald Stoops
PP171—173 © Joost Joossen
P174 © Ronald Stoops / Styling Dirk Van Saene / 
Make-up Inge Grognard /
P175 © Dirk Van Saene Archive
PP176—187 © Ronald Stoops / Styling Dirk Van Saene /
Make-up Inge Grognard
PP188—192 © Joost Joossen / Styling Dirk Van Saene
PP194—201 © Ronald Stoops / Styling Dirk Van Saene / 
Make-up Inge Grognard / Model Tania Kloek
PP202—208 © Bill Cunningham
PP210—212 © Roen Lommelen
P213 © Roen Lommelen
P214 © Paul Boudens (left) / © Ronald Stoops (right)
P215 © Ronald Stoops
PP216—217 © Dirk Van Saene Archive /
Graphic Design Madeleine Wermenbol
PP218—225 © Anonymous
PP226—237 Courtesy Gallery Sofie Van de Velde /
Photography © Joost Joossen
P238 © Roen Lommelen

ENDPAPERS (back)

© Ronald Stoops / Styling Dirk Van Saene /
Make-up Inge Grognard
© Cris Brodahl

SPECIAL EDITIONS
Photography Willy Vanderperre
Collage Dirk Van Saene



COLOPHON

CONCEPT
Dirk Van Saene
Paul Boudens 
Dominique Nzeyimana
for
Not Dead Yet projects

ART DIRECTION &
GRAPHIC DESIGN
Paul Boudens

TEXT
Dominique Nzeyimana

IMAGE SELECTION
Dirk Van Saene
Paul Boudens

IMAGE EDITING
Roen Lommelen

COPY EDITING
Derek Scoins

PROJECT MANAGEMENT
Sara Colson 

PUBLISHER
Gautier Platteau

PRINTING & BINDING
Graphius, Belgium

HANNIBAL BOOKS TEAM
Laura Bijnens
Sara Colson
Pieter De Meyere
Natacha Hofman
Séverine Lacante
Sofie Meert
Gautier Platteau
Hedwig Scheltjens
Stephanie Van den bosch
Hadewych Van den Bossche

ISBN 978 94 9341 691 8
D/2026/11922/45
NUR 452/642

© Hannibal Books, 2026

www.hannibalbooks.be

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical,
including photocopy, recording or any other information storage and
retrieval system, without prior permission in writing from the publisher.
 
Every effort has been made to trace copyright holders for all texts,
photographs and reproductions. If, however, you feel that you have
inadvertently been overlooked, please contact the publisher.



SPRING-SUMMER
1989
Invitation image
Model Cris Brodahl
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