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FOREWORD

DIRK VAN SAENE is quite possibly the most headstrong of the Antwerp Six, which, in relation
to that particular group, is of course incredibly telling. In a world where the biggest careers
hinge on visibility, Dirk doesn’t particularly care to be perceived. Outside validation has never
been of real importance to him. Louise Bourgeois, one of his great idols, once confessed:

“l fear the predatory quality of people that people are coming to gobble me up; asking
me more than | can give.” Just to say: Dirk doesn't like interviews or talking about his work
either. When we first came to him with the idea of a monograph, his answer came swiftly:

“A book? Not a book!”

We wrote it down immediately, as a potential title.

Dirk was the last of the Antwerp Six without a personal monograph. For us, that was an
inconceivable thought. How can you withhold a dedicated overview of an artist this singular?
A man who has worked for more than forty years across fashion, painting, ceramics, jewellery,
textiles and photography, and never once accepted that these are separate disciplines. Who
graduated from Antwerp’s Royal Academy of Fine Arts, won the second Golden Spindle, and
stood among the six who drove a van to London and rerouted fashion history and then,
of the six, became the hardest one to categorise: the Surrealist, the master of taste and craft
who folds fashion and art into trompe-I’oeil constructions and meticulous narrative gestures.
Who, with his husband Walter Van Beirendonck, ran some of the most ground-breaking stores
Belgium has ever seen Beauties & Heroes, WALTER® shopping concepts that
arguably foreshadowed some of today’s most famous stores. Who forewent an international
career (Jean Paul Gaultier called), firmly planting himself in Antwerp so he could teach at

the Academy. Much of the talent running houses in Paris and Milan these past twenty years
passed through his graduation class. Who has superfans across the world: women who never
truly believe it’s the end and are prepared to wait years for a Dirk Van Saene collection to drop,
then collect it like gold dust.

If you want true conversations with an artist like this, patience is everything. So we were patient.
And when Dirk signalled he was ready, we sat at our living room and studio tables, with
hundreds of photographs, invitations, zines, clippings and other ephemera spread out and
Dirk speaking, remembering, doubting, laughing. Our wish, from the very beginning, was for
the reader to get as close as possible to his mastery, his impeccable style, his humour, his
incredible mind. So when he told us that he wanted every text written out in his own hand

as if you were reading his personal journal we knew the book had found its form.

It was frankly the only honest option for a man who wrote his show invitations on torn-off
personalised magazine covers and enclosed metro tickets, so guests would be sure to find
their way to his défile.

We know introductions like these also often want the subject contextualised in his particular
era. This book scoffs at any type of chronology, because Dirk refuses it too. Plus, set one of

his pieces from 1990 next to one from 2009 and you would be forgiven for thinking they were
made in the same week.

He said “Not a book!” It became one anyway.

Headstrong.

DOMINIQUE NZEYIMANA & PAUL BOUDENS
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Invitation image
Model Kristina De Coninck









The Gallerist, 2026

Metal, rubber, Jean Patou sunglasses, wicker
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Stoneware, acrylic paint, ostrich feather plumeau

The Movie Star, 2026
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AUTUMN-WINTER
2019—2020
‘Hand-bag’ in leather




AUTUMN-WINTER
2019—2020

Hand-painted ‘leg’ stockings and
‘floating heel’ slingbacks




DIRK VAN SAENE
COLLECTIONS
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BOITE A BIJOUX,
2018—2020
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“AN ANGEL,
KISSING SPRING”,
2023

Walter Van Beirendonck and Dirk Van Saene,
photographed by Ronald Stoops, 2014

“16.600 days...”, 2022
Stoneware, wood
95 x 40 x 27 cm
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SPRING-SUMMER
1991
Hand-painted show invitations
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“STORIES OF HOPE
AND DESPAIR”,
2021
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“Love Will Tear Us Apart, Again...”, 2021
Acrylic on paper
150 x 118 cm



“STORIES OF HOPE
AND DESPAIR”,
2021
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“You Ought to Be in Pictures... Oh What a Hit You Would Be...”, 2021
Acrylic on paper
150 x 120 cm
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